PADMANABHA AND HEROIC POETRY                     ill

tained. The Rajput and the Mussalman warriors are true
to life, the former headstrong, firm, unflinching In matters
where honour was concerned, neglectful of prudence, fana-
tically heroic; the latter, deceitful, determined, relentlessly
cruel and determined on victory at any cost. Only Plroja,
the daughter of the Sultan, is out of harmony with the set-
ting. The characters do not lack individuality, as do most
of those found in the literature of the age. The irate Sultan
Is not badly done. Kanhadade, generous, charitable, be-
loved of Ms people, superstitious, Is well depicted. In
him Is revealed the real Rajput. His son, though he
occupies little space, Is also well drawn, and so is the old
Brahmana priest. Madhava, the 'direful spring of woes
unnumbered', is also well drawn. The poet portrays
the actual situation in the India of the day: Hindu princes,
strong and heroic, one jealous of the other, fighting In iso-
lated splendour; the Mussalmans, stern and relentless,
advancing and campaigning as a collective body. This
prabandha Is a rhapsody unique in Old, or Modern Gujarat!,
throbbing with great and sustained heroism; an epic of a
great age fast fading into oblivion; a swan-song of the
Gujarata of Slddharaja.